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Carl’s Meditation - Tuesday, April 21, 2020 - Fools Wanted - Apply Within 

 

Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” - Psalm 14.1; Psalm 53.1 

Fun fact: Psalm 14 and Psalm 53 are almost exactly the same.  

Today is Anselm’s Day. Anselm was born in Aosta (now part of northwestern Italy) in 1033. 

He left home at 23 and wandered aimlessly for a bit until he came to Normandy in 1059. At the 

Benedictine abbey at Bec, he was impressed with the teaching of the prior, Lanfranc. Anselm 

became a novice in 1060, studied theology and philosophy, and succeeded Lanfranc as prior. An-

selm then became the first abbott of Bec. Later, Anselm succeeded Lanfranc as the Archbishop of 

Canterbury.  

Anselm was a creative dude. He discovered a way to prove to the fool, aforementioned, that 

there is, in fact, a God: 

1. Imagine, if you will, a good and great being 

2. Now imagine an even better and greater being 

3. Continue until you cannot imagine a better and greater being  

4. Such a being in reality would be greater still 

5. Therefore the greatest being must, in fact, exist 

Anselm reminds me of my second-year calculus professor, Man-Duen Choi. Professor Choi put 

elegant proofs on the blackboard that we, as lowly undergrads, could not understand. We asked 

him how he did it. “You just pull it out of the air,” he said. Now he is a Fellow of the Royal Society 

of Canada. 

Correctly understood, Anselm says, the argument … can be summarized as follows: 

1. That than which a greater cannot be thought can be thought. 

2. If that than which a greater cannot be thought can be thought, it exists in reality. 

Therefore 
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3. That than which a greater cannot be thought exists in reality.1 

Gaunilo tried to disprove Anselm’s theory by saying that he could imagine a pretty big island: 

that did not mean that an even bigger island had to exist. Anselm replied that not everything in 

reality is better than what you can imagine. But the greatest imaginable good is: 

it is clear to every reasonable mind that by raising our thoughts from lesser goods to greater 

goods, we are quite capable of forming an idea of that than which a greater cannot be thought 

on the basis of that than which a greater can be thought. Who, for example, is unable to think . . 

. that if something that has a beginning and end is good, then something that has a beginning but 

never ceases to exist is much better? And that just as the latter is better than the former, so some-

thing that has neither beginning nor end is better still, even if it is always moving from the past 

through the present into the future? And that something that in no way needs or is compelled to 

change or move is far better even than that, whether any such thing exists in reality or not? Can 

such a thing not be thought? Can anything greater than this be thought? Or rather, is not this an 

example of forming an idea of that than which a greater cannot be thought on the basis of those 

things than which a greater can be thought? So there is in fact a way to form an idea of that than 

which a greater cannot be thought. (Anselm's Reply to Gaunilo 8)2 

In Choi-like fashion this takes you to the realization that in the case of good, the greatest 

reality must be greater than the greatest thought . I think, therefore God is. 

Who knew that quarantine would turn me toward philosophy… 

 

1 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, s.v. “Saint Anselm”, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/anselm/accessed 
April 20, 2020 

2 Ibid. 
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