Maundy Thursday April 9, 2020: John 17: 1 - 26

Jesus washed the feet of his followers and then he broke bread and shared a cup of wine in a
room above a family home in Jerusalem. At that moment in time, Jesus was acutely aware of
the ordeal set before him. Jesus also knew that his followers would be scattered, separated in
their own homes and that he would be utterly alone for the final part of his journey on Mother
Earth. In his teachings, Jesus spoke plainly about the Creator of All Life and Love. These
teachings shone light into the gathering darkness. For Jesus, his final steps in the journey to the
Cross were about to begin.

Jesus speaks plainly to Creator: “I am praying for them. | am not praying for the world but for
those you gave me, because they are yours.” John 17:9

What does Jesus want his followers to experience at this pivotal point that will prepare them
for the days and weeks and months ahead?

The answer to this question can be found in this final prayer found in the gospel of John before
Jesus takes his followers to the Garden of Gethsemane outside the city of Jerusalem on the
other side of the Kidron Valley.

Jesus prays.
In this prayer, Jesus speaks to Creator as the Source of All Life, including his very own life.

Jesus acknowledges that Creator existed before creating all of creation. At Native Child and
Family Services of Toronto where | worked as a social worker for the last twelve years before
retirement, | met Elders, Knowledge Keepers, and many Indigenous people. One Elder in
particular would begin his teachings by identifying his origins among human beings and then
proceeding through a long list of other creatures and parts of creation identifying these as his
relatives. It was a very, very, very long list. It was not surprising to learn that he was also a very
vocal and active Protector of Mother Earth and Father Sun and Grandmother Moon. In his
prayer, Jesus acknowledged that even before the beginning of time and space, he was one with
Creator. This Elder identified himself as being one with all of the signs of the presence of
Creator in creation.

Jesus also acknowledges in his prayer that Creator will protect his followers, that Creator will
continue to communicate to everyone as Creator has done since the beginning of time and
space, and that Creator will keep his followers safe during the last days of his earthly life as the
Messiah---- the One sent by Creator into creation.

You and | benefit from the Scriptures which have been handed down to us by the faithful. We
know some of the stories of those faithful who have gone before us and those who are still with



us in this creation. Creator has given us the gift of reason to comprehend all that happens in
creation. You and | can also talk with others and listen to what is said to us about what Creator
reveals each and every day.

I am reminded of the spiritual practices of a grandfather and grandmother who cared for their
grandchildren. Every morning and evening, these grandparents burnt sage in a smudge bowl
and purified themselves and their grandchildren with this medicine. Then each in this Sacred
Circle gave thanks to Creator for what they had received to sustain them and what they looked
forward to experience in the coming day. The daughter and mother of these children had lost
her way but was working hard to overcome her addiction to cocaine. It was a blessing to sit in
another Sacred Circle with these grandparents, the mother, and the children along with others
who had helped this family. We smudged. We passed a Sacred Pipe around this Circle in a
ceremony to celebrate the new life which had begun.

At the beginning of the last remaining part of his earthly journey, Jesus prayed for those whom
Creator had entrusted to him, for those who were with him in the Upper Room and journeyed
to the Garden of Gethsemane, and for those who would be searching for ways to connect with
Creator in the generations to come in the future.

In these extraordinary days between what has been and what has yet to come into being, let us
too acknowledge all that Creator has done for us in the past and all that Creator is doing for all
of the peoples of this planet now. Let us pray for those for whom Creator will continue to keep
safe in the days and months and years to come. Let us search and find the signs of Creator at
work in this creation bringing Life and Love into Being.



