
Do you know what Beyoncé, Céline Dion, Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, Angelina Jolie, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton and Madonna all have in common? I was so surprised when I read what 

they had in common. Ready for me to tell you? These amazingly talented ladies are all related. 

Yes, you read that right. They're related! They are all descended from one Zacharie Cloutier. I 

was curious and more than a little doubtful when I read that. Intrigued, I decided to look up  

M. Cloutier. I'll save you the trouble of looking him up. Here's what I learned.   

It seems Zacharie Cloutier, a carpenter, arrived in New France in 1634 ( at the age of 44, so not 

a young man). He came to help enlarge the settlement of New France. Settling in the area of 

what would become Beauport, he and others were to help build a new settlement. That small 

town has since been incorporated into a suburb in the northeastern part of Quebec City. His 

wife and children arrived soon thereafter. Zacharie and his wife Xainte had six children, five of 

which survived childhood.  

The Historical Demography Research Program of the Université de Montréal studied the 

marriage records of Cloutier and his offspring.  The list of famous people, names we would all 

recognize, is amazingly long. There are politicians, actors, comedians, performers, professional 

athletes, Canadians, Americans, and British names on the list. Ricky Gervais, Robert Goulet, 

Pierre Trudeau, Justin Bieber, Alex Trebek, Mark Belanger, Jim Carrey and Chris Pratt. It was 

hard to pick just a few. The list I found had 5 times as many names on it.  

As I sat on the bench by the lake, all that got me thinking about the ripples our lives can 

produce. About the way it can be long lasting. About how I choose to use the gifts and talents 

given to me by the Creator of us all matters. About how God can use our talents, our actions for 

purposes beyond our wildest imagings.  

I am sure Zacharie Cloutier, a man who could neither read nor write, had any notion that his 

choice to come to Canada and use his skills and talents in helping to build New France would 

result in such progeny. Just as I am sure Greta Thunberg, Malala Yousafzai, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 

John Lewis, or Nelson Mandela never thought that the actions they took would be world 

altering. Rather they, each in their own way, wanted to do what they considered the right 

thing, the thing that would make their corner of the world in some way better. Each of us can 

have that same kind of effect, can change our corner of the world. One never knows how a 

smile shared, a phone call or card sent, a word of encouragement or time spent volunteering, 

can impact our world. In our own smaller way perhaps, but as is fitting in our time and our 

place.  

Blessings, Gisèle 

 


