A Mid-day Meditation
From
Sue’s Perspective

“God's love is too great to be confined to any one side of a conflict or to any one religion.”
- Archbishop Desmond Tutu

As a young child, | struggled to understand how God could belong to so many churches. | mean, there were
sooo many churches in our village that it seemed impossible for God to belong to all of them. How could God
possibly be Anglican and Roman Catholic or Presbyterian and Baptist all at the same time. After all, | wasn’t
allowed to be all of those different “religions.” However, as | grew up and matured, so did my faith and my
understanding of God in relationship to humanity. Some where along the line | realized that God didn’t belong
to the various churches but that the churches belonged to God. I’'m not sure when | discovered that all of
those churches were members of the same “religion,” just different denominations — different ways of
expressing faith in one and the same God. It is not unusual for a young child to have a narrow understanding
God’s love and where God lives. When do we actually figure out that...

“God's love is too great to be confined to any one side of a conflict or to any one religion”?

| remember my best friend from high school telling me about a trip that she and her husband made to
Germany. Her husband was born in Germany and many of his family stilled lived there. My friend was so
excited about meeting them. While they were there, my friend heard stories of how the family lived during
the war and in the years following. They talked about praying to God to spare them during the fighting and to
be with them as they lived through the reconstruction of their country after the war. How many of us have
ever considered how “the other side” felt or feels in times of war and conflict? How often does it occur to us
that we all are beloved children of God? | ask again, when do we actually figure out that...

“God's love is too great to be confined to any one side of a conflict or to any one religion”?

My undergraduate degree is in Religious Studies. The beauty of that programme is that you learn a great deal
about other world views. | took courses in Islam, Buddhism, Jainism, Taoism, Judaism, and yes, Christianity.
What | discovered was a wondrous way to enrich my faith. Whatever the world view (or religion), the
adherents, whether they be leaders or followers, had one thing in common — faith; faith in a power greater
than themselves. We Christians call that power God. The followers of Islam call it Allah. The Jews call it Adonai
or Hashem (never God). Regardless of what this greater power is called, it’s love cannot be confined. The love
of God reaches every human being. In discovering this unconfined love that God has for all humanity, | have
become better able to “love my neighbour as myself.” When | become less inward looking and more outward
looking, that is the time | have figured out that...

“God's love is too great to be confined to any one side of a conflict or to any one religion.”



