
  

                              

                            A Precious Woodland Gem                                

                                        


WARNING: At the completion of reading today’s meditation there will be a ‘ skill   

                      testing ‘ question ( STQ ), furthermore you are only permitted to read it

                      once or you will not qualify for the grand prize.


The story begins in the late 1920’s when two gentlemen with a similar birthplace 
( England ) met quite by accident and possibly in the old Williams Hotel ( now the 
Golden Dawn Nursing Home ) and by a remarkable coincidence although not related, 
they shared the same surname.


Reverend R. W. James ( often referred to in the history books as Daddy James ) was 
the beloved Anglican minister in the Peninsula ( Christ Church, Lion’s Head ) from 1912 
to 1933. He had no family other than his church family  although he married later in life.


Major  F. B. James ( British Army ) was at the time the Bruce County Engineer and 
although he and his family lived in Walkerton he spent a great deal of time on the 
Peninsula as the engineer in charge of the building of the ‘ Centre Road ‘ now highway 
6. He did have a family, most born in England, that included four sons and four 
daughters. Three of his sons Treve, Charlie and Jack followed in their missionary uncles 
footsteps and were ordained ministers in the Diocese of Huron. Coincidently  Rev. Jack 
James followed Rev R. W. James as rector of Christ Church. In his final sermon RW 
reportedly said “ as I speak to you today your new Rector is on the ‘ high seas ‘ 
returning from London England where has been serving as a cleric in the ancient parish 
of Clerkenwell. Rev. Jack James married a local Lion’s Head girl Thelma, daughter of 
George and Pearl Hummel , the one time co-owner of the current Foodland grocery 
store known then as Greig and Hummel Grocery and Masterfeeds. Thelma and Jack 
had three boys Frederick, Howard and Edward.


Rev. RW and Major FB  extended their friendship well beyond just ‘sharing a pint’ and 
in 1927 began a three year collaboration on the building of a second Anglican church 
on the Peninsula. Major FB being the engineer and architect and Rev. RW responsible 
for rounding up materials and labour most of which was volunteers. The church was 
designed ( copied ) from a cathedral in Rhodesia built by Major FB’s brother ( the uncle 
referred to above ) and  a missionary in that  ‘ British Colony ‘. A combination of skill, 
talent, volunteerism and many donations of land and materials resulted in the 
remarkably beautiful ‘ Gem In The Woods ‘ that of course we all know and love as      
St Margaret’s Cape Chin.


Skill testing question: How was the writer of this ‘ meditation ‘ related to the Reverend 

                                   RW ( Daddy)  James?


Answer : see after the poem ‘ A Precious Woodland Gem 




  

                              

                            A Precious Woodland Gem                                

                                        


  

   O precious woodland Gem,

   Uplifted from the barren rock,

   Which gave thee shape,

   The timeless lines of praise!

    The hands that fashion thee

    Are touched with faltering age,

    The minds that planned 

    Gone forth to greater things.


   What priceless quality is here enshrined,

   That to each sudden traveller

   Bespeaks the Love Divine

   And makes His strong redeeming Grace

   Seem part of this enchanted scene?


   Pause here awhile,

   And watch these stones

   In silent solitude

   Their faithful witness bear—

   “ No Grace, no Beauty is withheld,

   All strength is God, to man,

   All Majesty and Power and Love

   All wonder to his Soul.”


                          —Canon Jack Howard James


       Answer to STQ: He is not related to R.W. Daddy James, he is the son of   

                                 Canon Jack James and hence the grandson of Major F.B. James.



