
Do you remember the month of March?  The pandemic was racing across every continent, 

and in response borders were being closed, the world was shutting down. Health officials were 

advising us to stay home, travel only when necessary and wash our hands - often. There was 

some worry, among other things, of maintaining the food supply chains. The Prime Minister 

was giving daily news briefings using phrases like "make sure..." & "move forward". 

Being home, listening to those briefings, with lots of time on our hands can be a dangerous 

thing. Allen had lots of time to think and plan and work on convincing me of the feasibility of his 

musings. Or as he said "the wisdom of his idea". I used the word dangerous because not only 

was he able to convince me but when I bought in, I upped the project and added to our work 

load. His plan was to take 2,  6'x8' sections of flower gardens out and replace them with 

vegetable gardens. My plan also included Allen building 4 garden boxes, 2 of which would be on 

the front deck for lettuce (why I thought we would need so much lettuce is still a mystery) and 

using a half a dozen large pots which we could place along the sunny side of our driveway.  

Advice was sought as to what would best grow here, given our conditions. We knew a few tree 

limbs would need to be removed and that was done. By May the talking was over. It was time 

to take action.  

Seeds and soil were bought. The flower gardens were dug up, what could be used in other 

gardens was saved and transplanted. We choose to plant some vegetables for Fall - beets, 

parsnips and squash- and some for summertime consumption. So far we've enjoyed beans, 

swiss chard and lettuce. (We would have had peas but the chipmunk got them first!)  We 

await the tomatoes any day now and our second attempt at peas seems to be coming along 

nicely.  

Choosing to do something new and different isn't the easy choice. It certainly wasn't easy for 

me to let go of the flower gardens that I enjoyed. Letting go of all that had gone into them, 

even if it was time to change the garden in order to better serve our needs today was hard for 

me. Choosing to do a new thing requires serious thought & prep work before the seeds can be 

sown. Even after having created the new garden, the work isn't over. Gardeners, like farmers, 

can attest to that! I have learned that also. So as we work together I look forward to seeing the 

wonders that God can create - not just in this garden - but in all of our gardens as is fitting in 

this time and in this place. 

Blessings, Gisèle 


