Carl’s Calamities: Do Not Be Alarmed (Mark 13:7)

Happy second day of June, 2020! I’'m a bear who has been hibernating since late 2019. I'm
awake now. Did | miss anything?

Okay, Mr. Bear, perhaps you’d better take a seat...

How many of these changes in 2020 do you remember? | had forgotten just about everything
but the pandemic and killer hornets:

Australian bush fires.

U.S. drone strike kills Iranian general.

A new coronavirus is reported to the World Health Organization.

Harry and Meghan leave the palace.

Iran attacks Irag and then shoots down a Ukrainian passenger plane.

The new coronavirus ramps up in China.

Donald Trump is impeached.

The new coronavirus reaches the U.S.

Wuhan is locked down.

Kobe Bryant dies.

Brexit finally happens.

Computer polling doesn’t work so well in lowa.

Donald Trump is acquitted.

The new coronavirus is named COVID-19.

Harvey Weinstein is found guilty.

Elizabeth Warren drops out of the U.S. presidential race.

Canadian casino fires CEO because players making too much money.

Italy locked down.

Pandemic is declared.

U.S. declares national emergency.



Stock market falls.

Summer Olympics postponed.

COVID-19 cases exceed one million.

Wuhan opens up.

Bernie Sanders drops out.

New York State becomes pandemic capital of the world.

...and this just takes us to early April.

| would go on but | notice the bear going back into hibernation...

We haven’t mentioned the killer hornets. The Snowbird crash. Riots and demonstrations
around the world, protesting police brutality and discrimination against people of colour.

We live in interesting times. I’'m expecting an alien invasion in July.

In mid-March, | quoted Julius Caesar but my daughter said, “Welcome to the apocalypse.”

“Apocalypse” doesn’t seem far off the mark. Mark 13, affectionately known as the “little
apocalypse”, warns of the end times and reads a lot like 2020.

It may surprise you, if you don’t already know, that apocalyptic literature, such as Mark 13,
was written, not to predict disaster but to provide comfort in difficult times. Passages such as this
are designed to normalize what we are going through, right now. Apocalypses happen. Buildings
fall down. Bad leaders are elected. Wars start. Resources are poorly allocated and people suffer.
Pestilences happen. The weather changes. Earthquakes happen. If you try to help, people will yell
at you. Each generation has its own perspective: you will argue with your children, and your chil-
dren will dismiss you. Someone will do something terribly outrageous: others will consider it sac-
rilege. Many will come forward with THE ANSWER: be careful. Most are too simple to use.

Jesus is describing normal world events that happen from time to time.

Apocalyptic literature affirms the reality of change and validates our experience that change

is not fun. We can try to avoid it. We do for periods of time create “evolutionary truces” where



we pretend that nothing changes. But everything does change, and we must change with it, or
die.

When | was learning to play the violin my friend Victor did not like that he had to retune his
violin every day. Learning the violin was difficult enough without having constantly to retune it.
So Victor carefully tuned his violin, and then he crazy-glued each of the pegs to keep the tune
from changing. Guess how well that worked.

Four years ago our neighbours to the south elected a guy on a platform of not only “no
change” but even “change back” to a mythical time when America was “great” (read, perfectly in
tune). It was an understandable wish but not in tune with reality. Reality wins. Change happens.

The best way to navigate change is to remain calm and alert. Don’t panic. Do not be dis-
tracted. Apocalypses happen. Keep your eyes on the road. And have hope.

It could even be fun.



