Reflection for Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter May 28, 2020

After boarding a boat and crossing the Sea of Galilee, Jesus set out for his home town in a hollow of land
just west of Mt. Tabor and arrived to find himself amongst a crowd. The people brought to him a man
who was paralyzed, laying on a cot. Jesus was amazed by the faith which these people had in him.
These people who had carried the cot knew that Jesus had the authority to make this man whole.

Read Matthew 9:1-8. What in this gospel reading catches my attention?

In Nazareth, amongst this crowd, Jesus is given a teaching moment and acts. In my life, | have met all
kinds of people, some whose injuries left them without the use of their arms and legs, some whose
mobility was severely impaired by physical pain, some who have little control over their thoughts and
emotions, some who have suffered terribly at the hands of other human beings, some who have been
abandoned by those who are supposed to nurture and provide them with all they need to grow, some
who have been diminished to be less than whom God intends them to be, some whose self-confidence
has been eroded so much that they believe that they have very little or no value at all, and some who
have become filled with shame and self-loathing that it is near impossible to feel joy and be grateful for
all that Creator provides day by day. Each paralyzed in different ways. Jesus says to the man laying
paralyzed on his cot, “Be encouraged, my child, your sins are forgiven.” Matthew 9:2.

Does it matter if someone can say, “Your sins are forgiven” or “Get up and walk” when the person who
has been immobilized and unable to do anything for himself or for anyone else then stands up, gathers
up their temporary bed, and walks to their home?

The very people who are supposed to know Creator and who hold authority in the religious community
challenge Jesus. After years of study and debate, these ones do not rejoice when one of the most
vulnerable in their midst is healed and can now fully take their place in the community.

Jesus makes it plain that Creator is very generous and is willing to act in the present to make people
whole through him.

Read Matthew 9:1-8. What is God saying in this passage?

Throughout the ages, Creator has always sent people to point the way forward on the journey of faith.
Creator has given human beings visions about what is happening and what will be. In every generation,
Creator has given these human beings the words to communicate what it means to live in a good way
and to walk on the path set out ahead of us.

In the Christian tradition, baptism has become the outward ceremony about the inward presence of
Creator in a person’s life. Baptism marks the turning of someone towards the Source of All Life and
movement forward in a life of faith, hope, and love. With infants and children, parents and Baptismal
Sponsors make promises to Creator and the Community of Faith to show and teach these precious gifts
from Creator how to live a good and purposeful life. With adolescents, baptism begins to mark the
development of a sense of justice rooted in the generosity of Creator as an awareness of the presence
of evil in the world also becomes more evident. With adults, baptism marks a turning away from evil
and a moving forward in the struggle to creatively bring life into being in a myriad of relationships.



In this gospel reading, Jesus speaks to adults who wrestle with evil and seek to do good, some more
successfully than others. Jesus is bold. In his home town, Jesus claims to have the same authority as
Creator. Jesus has the ability to heal and make people whole. The most challenging healing takes place
in helping people to identify how they can take responsibility for the harm that they have caused and to
make amends so that evil can be overcome. Repentance means to turn away from causing harm and to
move forward in a new direction. Traditionally, repentance is described as making a 180 degree turn in
the way our destructive behaviours are leading us and then walking in a new way set out with Creator
leading us, Creator walking with us, and Creator following behind us pushing us gently ahead.

Read Matthew 9:1-8. What is God asking us to be and do?

Among Indigenous Peoples, women are the Carriers of Water. Since each human being is protected by
the waters surrounding us in the first months of development in our mother’s womb, each of us comes
from water. In a sweat lodge, hot rocks known as the grandfathers are brought inside and waters are
tossed on these stones. Sacred medicines and steam cleanses participants. The sweat lodge is like
going back into the womb where it is safe. Water is the most sustaining gift from Mother Earth. Science
tells us that water comprises up to 60% of the human body. Water also flows through other living
creatures. Waters flow over the face of much of Mother Earth, replenishing life and cleansing creation.
Water is sacred to Indigenous Peoples so Indigenous Peoples become water protectors and seek others
to join them in this work. Unfortunately, safe clean water for drinking and bathing is not available to far
too many Indigenous communities. In some communities, pollutants have contaminated their waters.

A woman from Wikwemikong First Nation on Manitoulin Island listened to a Midewiwin Elder share his
vision concerning the health of lakes and rivers on Turtle Island. In 2003, at the age of 58, Josephine
Mandamin began her walk in Duluth, Minnesota around Lake Superior, carrying a copper pot of water.
She founded Mother Earth Water Walkers as a grandmother concerned about the impact of pollution.
Others joined her on this sacred journey, begun and ended in ceremony. Walking became a way of
praying for those waters nearby. Frequent stops were made to offer tobacco to Creator, to pray for the
waters, and to listen for these waters to sing. Over the years, she walked around each of the other four
Great Lakes, twice around Lake Michigan. She also walked along other waterways starting the water
walk movement on Turtle Island. Her last water walk in 2017 started in Duluth, Minnesota and ended in
Mandane, Quebec. Her work is continued through Elder Shirley Williams and her niece Elizabeth
Osawamick with Nibi Emosaawdamajig (Anishinaabemowin meaning Those who Walk for Water). Her
great-niece Autumn Peltier was invited as a young teenager to speak to the United Nations and the
Assembly of First Nations in advocating for safe clean water. In 2019, Josephine Mandamin died of
pancreatic cancer. In her 72 years, she had survived six years in residential school, worked at
Kashadaying Residence and Mino Bimaadiziwin in Thunder Bay, and was an Executive Director of
Beendigen Inc. and the Ontario Native Women's Association. She also became a member of the
Grandmothers Council of the Three Fires Midewiwin Lodge. Along the way, Josephine Mandamin gave
birth to 5 children, adopted 3 children, was a grandmother to 13 children, and then was a great-
grandmother to 16 children. Josephine Mandamin was known for her warmth, generosity, and
knowledge. Her message was clear, WATER IS LIFE and vital for future generations.

Honour women who are close to you. Protect the waters of Mother Earth. Celebrate when new life
comes into being. Walk in the way Creator leads you towards wholeness.



