Thursday after the Fourth Sunday in Easter: May 7, 2020

After Jesus called a few to follow him, he travelled through Galilee going from synagogue to synagogue
hearing the words of the Hebrew Scriptures, teaching about Creator’s ways, healing those with many
afflictions, casting out evil, and freeing many from behaviours which imprisoned them. Then, like Moses
in the wilderness, Jesus climbed a mountain and began teaching those gathered before him so all could
see him and listen to what he had to say.

What catches my attention in Matthew 5:21-26?

Instead of demonstrating the awesome glory and power of Creator and listing commandments to
govern every aspect of life, Jesus speaks about the blessings which Creator gives to those who hunger
and thirst for the means to live a full and productive life in relationship with a generous and just Creator.
In following the wisdom of the Ancestors in living in right relationship with Creator by meeting the
requirements of the commandment, “Do not commit murder” Exodus 20:13 and Matthew 5:21, Jesus
claims that more is required than merely meeting a literal understanding of this expectation. Jesus
points out the connection between what goes on inside people and what a person does. What human
beings think and feel matter more than we care to acknowledge since our thoughts and feelings can
result in horrific behaviours. For Jesus, the destruction of another human being starts with ideas of
superiority and feelings of contempt for the other.

In these teachings, Jesus says to those who seek to know Creator and follow the direction which Creator
gives on each step to the journey forward: “If you bring your gift to the altar and then remember that
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift at the altar and go. First make things
right with your brother and sister, and then come back and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23, 24. In the
here and now, Jesus tells us what you and | need to do in order to be authentic and credible.

As the population of Europeans arrived on Turtle Island, settled, and left their endeavours to their
descendants, relationships between Settlers and Indigenous Peoples changed. Agreements were made
and a number of treaties were signed. The traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples were reduced to
much smaller reserves of land often located in places which were not able to be farmed or be sufficient
to provide enough food for its members. If governments sought land for a highway or a railroad or for
farming or mining, then the land was taken and sold. Indigenous Peoples were confined to their
reserves and made dependent upon the Indian Agent. Traditional authority establishing an intricate
balance between women and men based on thousands of years of spiritual ceremonies and practices
was replaced by elected Chiefs and Band Councils made up of men approved by the Indian Agent.
European housing did not meet the needs of complex communities who collectively gathered food,
grew the three sisters (corn, beans, and squash), tapped sugar maples, caught fish, seals and whales,
hunted animals and birds, and mined stones for jewelry, and stampeded buffalo to their death for meat
and furs. Residential Schools destroyed intricate family relationships. Apprehensions of children and
youth placed so many in the care of people who did not speak their language or know the spiritual
ceremonies and practices key to their identity. European Settlers and the elected governments of
Canada identified Indigenous Peoples as “savages” and “heathens”, maintaining them to be



“uncivilized’. Another common term documented was “lazy” in descriptions of Indigenous Peoples.
Somehow, the teachings of Jesus were not understood as Jesus intended and continues to call people to
follow. Over the generations, Settlers have caused great harm to our Indigenous sisters and brothers.

What is God saying in this passage?

Jesus teaches that there is a connection between what we think and feel to our behaviours.
Reconciliation is profound work. A change in how we as Settlers think and feel about Indigenous
Peoples is needed in this generation for the relationship between non-Indigenous Canadians and
Indigenous Peoples to move forward.

In the rich spiritual heritage of Indigenous Peoples which had been in place for thousands of years, every
member had roles and responsibilities to fulfil in order for their kinship Clans and People to survive.
Both males and females were raised in a complex set of traditional gender roles, balancing power
between themselves in very intricate ways while at the same time maintaining wide variations in how
these roles and responsibilities were shaped by the particular gifts given to different members and by
circumstances in which the People found themselves. The survival of a People depended on how well
everyone worked together with all of their relations, whether these be other Humans or plants or
animals or winged creatures or creatures that crawled on the ground or those that moved in the waters
or spirits. In one set of teachings from the Elders, Creator created males to protect Mother Earth who is
also known as “the first woman” as the source of all sacred medicines. In this set of teachings, Creator
also created males to protect every female as Sacred Ones who could carry life in their own bodies and
give birth to another who would help in the survival of the People. Through ceremonies, songs, and
stories, males learned how to protect without exercising control and seeking to dominate females.
Decision-making became very complex and was obtained through much discussion.

It is amazing that in spite of policies and practices whose intent were to destroy Indigenous Peoples and
assimilate them into an ever expanding Canada belonging to Settlers, Indigenous Peoples continue to
speak their particular languages and revive their spiritual teachings to be attuned to Creator and to care
for all of Mother Earth.

As one of the non-Indigenous Canadians whose paternal and maternal grandparents came from a small
town and a larger industrial city only miles apart in England, | continue to learn much about the
Indigenous Peoples as an adult since | learned very little growing up north of Lake Superior, in
Saskatchewan, and southern Ontario as well as in completing a theological degree in the early 1980’s in
Toronto. My first degree was in sociology in Kingston where | did learn about the social construction of
an individual’s identity and how societies develop and maintain expectations as corporate entities for its
members. At theological school, | did some studies in Liberation Theology and learned a great deal
about a faith which demonstrated compassion towards the poor. | have learned a lot about how
Indigenous People on Turtle Island were subjected to cultural genocide and continue to be objects of
racial discrimination by individuals and chronic underfunding by our governments of health, education,
child welfare, adequate housing, and clean water. Many non-Indigenous Canadians no longer consider
Indigenous Peoples to be inferior or feel derision in any way for them.



What is God calling us to be and do?

Jesus points out to those who seek to know Creator’s generosity and justice that individually and as a
nation, we need to identify how we think about Indigenous Peoples and feel about them. Let us
acknowledge what has been done in the past to destroy Indigenous Peoples and develop a more
constructive understanding of their spiritual teachings and practices so that we can celebrate their
efforts to be resilient, with Creator’s help.
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