| love hearing folks share their Faith Journey, and telling stories of the times they feel God’s
presence working in their lives. For today’s reflection, | want to share how He helped me to
develop a closer relationship with Him.

My Faith Journey began as a child, attending church and Sunday School with my family,
regularly every Sunday. As children, in Sunday School and Confirmation, we memorized some
Bible verses, a few hymns, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the
meaning of each. However, somehow, | missed realizing that OUR LORD WANTS TO HELP US
in our struggles with life. | knew that Jesus loved us so much, that He had suffered and died on
the cross, so that our sins could be forgiven, but | thought it WAS UP TO US TO OBEY HIM. It
was very frustrating for me, with the words of one hymn, especially, echoing through my mind,
“Living for Jesus a life that is true, striving to please Him in all that | do” and | can only imagine
how unpleasant life was for my siblings with their older sister trying to keep them “on the
straight and narrow path”.

It's hard to believe that | was in my thirties, before | realized that God really WANTS TO HELP
ME AND ALL OF HIS CHILDREN to live a life pleasing to Him. Ken and | and our children had
gone up to visit our friends in New Liskeard. The guys had taken the boys fishing, so Joan
asked our daughters and me if we’d be interested in going to an event at the school gym.
That weekend, The Singing Edwards Family from the Trenton area had been invited to sing
gospel songs in the gym. That sounded interesting, so we went.

Mr. Edwards, an evangelist, told about each gospel song that they sang, and quoted a
scripture that it was based on. Mrs. Edwards assisted her husband and their four young
children, two of whom could play instruments by ear, like their dad. Only one daughter needed
to take piano lessons. Even though this event happened about 1975, | vividly remember it and
some of the songs that they sang. My favourites included, “Jesus is the Lighthouse” and
“Because He Lives.”

When Mr. Edwards introduced one particular song he said, “You know, God gives us the
POWER to become His sons” John 1:12” ( King James Version). “God wants to love us
tenderly as His dear children.”

Oh! Somehow, | had missed that Bible verse all of my life! That verse was a life changer for me!
It changed my personality, and | began reading my Bible more, to get to know God better.

Since then, | have actually felt His presence, many many times, and realize that all my life, He’s
been with me every step of my life, wanting me to feel His love.

| realize that God is Love, @ our loving Heavenly Father, who loves us infinitely more than the

most loving earthly father, wants to help us, and to fellowship with us. He is always with us
wherever we are. We just have to stop to take time to look and listen.

Now, my favourite Bible verse is “Glory to God whose power working in us can accomplish far
more than than we can ask or imagine, in Christ and in the church forever”. Ephesians 3:20.



