
Thursday in the Twentieth Week after Pentecost: October 22, 2020 

The 70 return from the task which Jesus had set out for them to do, going two by two into the 

towns in the surrounding countryside.  The 70 are filled with joy because they had been able to 

help so many bound by evil become free of oppression.  As Jesus had been teaching, the 70 

discovered that the harvest was ripe.  People were responsive to the generosity of Creator and 

the Great Spirit and found ways to take steps moving forward in new directions.  The 70 saw 

what many prophets and political leaders in the past wanted to see and listened to sounds 

which their ancestors longed to hear. 

Read Luke 10: 25-37.  What catches my attention in this gospel reading? 

Among the crowd watching Jesus and listening to what he had to say, a leader in the 

community with a passion for justice asks Jesus a question.  So Jesus asks the lawyer what is 

written in the law of the Hebrew People about how someone might experience eternal life.  

The lawyer considers the question which the Teacher asks him and answers by reciting the 

SHEMA YISRAEL, the centrepiece for morning and evening prayer services.   This declaration is 

considered to be a commandment to be taught to children to pray at the end of each day and 

to be spoken as one’s last words.  The lawyer answers, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the 

Lord is One.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.  This is the first and the great commandment.  The second is like it: 

love your neighbour as yourself.”  Luke 10:27.   With this answer, the laws of the Promised 

Land re-affirm a personal relationship with the rule of Creator and the Great Spirit.  Literally, by 

reciting the SHEMA YISRAEL, the one praying is understood to be receiving the kingdom of 

heaven at that moment as a gift.   

Like the 70 who are beginning to see and to listen as the Teacher sees and hears, the one with a 

passion for justice is challenged.  Jesus tells the lawyer to put his beliefs into practice.  The 

SHEMA YISTRAEL not only needs to be said aloud but these words need to be translated into 

action in order for the one making this declaration to live in the fullness of the Lord God 

Almighty and Everlasting.  Immediately, this religious scholar becomes defensive and asks for 

clarification, “Who is my neighbour?” Luke 10: 29. 

Jesus answers by telling a story about a man on a journey going east from Jerusalem towards a 

small town Jericho just west of the Jordan River who is robbed of his belongings, stripped of his 

clothing, and beaten severely.  The man is left naked to recover from his injuries or to die at the 

side of the road.  Anyone coming along the road would be able to see his injuries and know that 

he had nothing.   Two pass by the injured man and do nothing.  The priest is respected and 

serves in the Temple, performing ceremonies to draw worshippers closer to Creator and the 

Great Spirit.  The Levite also serves in worship, singing the psalms and guarding the Temple 



from being desecrated by non-believers.  Both the priest and the Levite provide leadership in 

worshipping communities.  Yet, it is the Samaritan whom the lawyer identifies as being the one 

who is merciful, tending to the man’s injuries, comforting the man in his pain and 

abandonment, finding lodging where the man could heal, and paying for the man’s medical 

care.  The Samaritan belongs to a people whom the priest and the Levite push out of their 

worshipping communities and despise.   

Reread Luke 10:27-37.  What is God saying to us in this passage? 

In the past month, Mi’kmaq People from Sipekne’katik First Nation launched a self-regulated 

lobster fishery before the federally regulated fishing season for non-Indigenous fishers in Nova 

Scotia begins in November and ends in May.  In 1999, the Supreme Court of Canada affirmed 

the right of Indigenous Peoples to hunt and fish on their traditional lands and waters in order to 

feed themselves and to sustain a moderate livelihood as part of the treaties signed in order to 

share these lands and waters with non-Indigenous Settlers.  However, little has been done by 

the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans in consulting with Mi’kmaq Peoples and 

resolving the identification about what is “a moderate livelihood”.   Fierce opposition has come 

from non-Indigenous fishers in southwestern Nova Scotia.  On the east coast, overharvesting 

wiped out the cod fishing industry in the mid-1990’s.  In the past month, non-Indigenous fishers 

cut lines to lobster traps so that members of Sipekne’katik First Nation could not retrieve their 

traps.  A Mi’kmaq fishing boat was set on fire at a wharf in Comeauville.  Physical altercations 

happened and Chief Michael Sack was assaulted.  Two lobster facilities used by Mi’kmaq fishers 

were vandalized at night when hundreds of non-Indigenous fishers dumped crates of lobsters 

on the ground, vandalized and set a van on fire in New Edinburgh, vandalized a truck in Middle 

West Pubnico, caused extensive damage to both facilities, took some of the lobsters stored in 

these facilities.  Confrontations continued in the daytime.  Later in the week, the facility at 

Middle West Pubnico was burnt to the ground.  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans have 

not identified any problems with Mi’kmaq Peoples establishing self-regulated lobster fisheries 

in terms of the conservation of lobster stock in the Maritimes.        

On Cape Breton Island, the Chief and Council of Membertou First Nation announced they too 

will launch a self-regulated lobster fishery.  Chief Terry Paul also made arrangements to 

purchase two commercial fishing licenses from Clearwater Seafoods for $25 M and hopes to 

purchase more commercial fishing licenses for grandchildren and great-grandchildren to fish.  

Chief Wilbert Marshall from Potlotek First Nation also plans to launch a self-regulated lobster 

fishery. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau made a public statement, saying ‘I’m appalled by the acts of 

violence, intimidation, and destruction taking place in Nova Scotia.  The perpetrators will be 

held accountable.  We’ve approved a request to provide more support to the RCMP, and we’re 



focused on keeping people safe.” Public Safety Minister Bill Blair also issued a Statement, 

increasing the availability of police to complete criminal investigations and calling for an 

acceptance of the legitimacy of Indigenous rights to fish established by treaties.  Minister of 

Indigenous Services Marc Miller identified the violence over the lobster fisheries as a disgrace 

for Canadians.  Minister Miller supported the need for enhancing the presence of the RCMP in 

southwestern Nova Scotia, in keeping Mi’kmaq fishers safe and in completing criminal 

investigations.  Further efforts in resolving issues around the rights of Indigenous Peoples to 

harvest lobster outside of the DFO authorized season for commercial fisheries in a calm and 

respectful manner between the federal government and Mi’kmaq Peoples were recommended 

by Minister Miller.  As the only MP with Mi’kmaq heritage, Liberal MP for Sydney-Victoria on 

Cape Breton Island Jaimie Battiste explained the knowledge and spiritual practices of Mi’kmaq 

Peoples in their dream to establish self-regulated lobster fisheries as a treaty right.  Grand Chief 

Perry Bellegarde from the Assembly of First Nations also responded to acts of intimidation and 

violence committed against Mi’kmaq fishers, saying “We expect the federal government to 

ensure the safety of everyone in Canada and to bring justice to anyone who threatens violence 

or deprives others of their rights to food and a modest income.”  

Reread Luke 10:27-37.  What does God ask us to be and do? 

Pray for the safety and well-being of the Mi’kmaq Peoples in Nova Scotia in their efforts to 

establish self-regulated fishing to feed their families and increase their family income.  Support 

the National Indigenous Archbishop Mark MacDonald along with the Anglican Primate Linda 

Nichols and the National Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada Susan Johnson as 

well as the Anglican Bishop of the Eastern Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada Michael 

Pryse, Bishop Elect of the Anglican Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island Sandra 

Fyfe, the Administrators Canon Lori Ramsey and the Very Reverend Paul W. Smith of the 

Anglican Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island in their letter written on October 20, 

2020 to the Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Minister of Indigenous Services Marc Miller, Premier 

of Nova Scotia Stephen MacNeil as well as Minister Keith Colwell and Deputy Minister Loretta 

Robichaud of Agriculture and of Fisheries and Aquaculture in Nova Scotia.  Archbishop Mark 

MacDonald seeks the affirmation of the Mi’kmaq Peoples fundamental rights under the 

Friendship Treaty of 1852 and the Marshall Decision by the Supreme Court in 1999 as well as 

for their protection.  Pray for those commercial fishers in Nova Scotia who have responded with 

tactics of intimidation, vandalism, and violence.   Pray for those who are growing in their 

understanding about the importance of treating Indigenous Peoples with respect as the First 

Peoples of these lands and waters as well as our neighbours. 

 

David Franks 


