How can a spider save a pig's life?

If you had to guess an animal that a five year old girl really, really likes, what would you say? There
are so many possibilities...koala, horse, dog, cat, bunny rabbit, monkey, elephant, panda bear...
How about spiders?

When Princess Charlotte, Prince George, and Prince Louis met with Sir David Attenborough in the
gardens of Kensington Palace this past August, Charlotte said, “I like spiders. Do you like spiders too?”
Of course, Sir David said, “Yes” and went on to comment about their amazing ability to weave webs,
and that with their eight legs you never know what direction they will go.

Prince George asked a rather serious question about what animal might become extinct next. Sir David
skirted a direct answer and said if humans behave properly the answer could be none.

Prince Louis, only two, asked what his favourite animal was, to which Sir David replied the monkey!

I enjoyed reading this news article and marvelled over the poise the children possessed and the
wonderful experiences they would certainly have throughout their lives.

But Charlotte's answer really surprised me! I wondered why she would say spiders. After my ten
minutes of reading, I went on to other things, never again to think about it, or so I thought.

Sometime the next morning a possible answer as to why Charlotte likes spiders popped into my head. I
never consciously thought again about Charlotte or the news article...and “out of nowhere” a probable
explanation came to me. I have read studies about how sleep is important for memory, that the events
of the previous day are organized in our brain during sleep, and now I was living proof...

Are you familiar with the classic children's book called Charlotte's Web written by E.B. White, with
illustrations by Garth Williams? Twenty years ago this book would have come to mind as soon as I
read the article, but I guess it took sleep to get my synapses fired up! That's ok...I didn't mind the time-
delay in being reminded of the wonderful message of friendship and love found in this book, which is
loved not only by children but adults also.

I think someone must have read Princess Charlotte this tale of a spider named Charlotte who saves the
life of her best friend, Wilbur, a pig, by writing about him in her webs. She used her natural talent of
weaving, combined with great creativity. Something we today would call “thinking outside the box.”
She wove into her webs the words “Some Pig”, “Terrific”, “Radiant”, and “Humble”. People came
from miles away to see these “divine” revelations. Consequently, Wilbur was spared being slaughtered
for Christmas dinner because he was a very special pig! If pigs could fly, Charlotte would have been
“the wind beneath his wings! She was a true friend and didn't mind Wilbur getting all the recognition.

However, Charlotte used so much of her energy on these special webs, that after laying her egg sac, she
knew she was dying. When it was necessary to leave her, a saddened Wilbur carried her egg sac from
the Fair back to the farm and looked after it until the spiders hatched. In fact, three of them stayed with
Wilbur in the barn, and reminded him of Charlotte and her sacrifice. But as much as he loved
Charlotte's children, his greater love for her would remain in his heart forever. OK...time for a kleenex!

You can see in this very, very short summary that besides its message about friendship, this book dealt
with death and life cycles. In fact, when the Disney people were planning on making it into a movie,
the producers wanted to leave out Charlotte's death at the end...how could a Disney movie end like
that! But E.B. White held firm...and this important message was left intact.

This novel was read aloud each year to all the grade two students in the school where I taught. And
almost every year when one of my grade five students would find a spider in our classroom, someone
would mention how we shouldn't kill it because it could be one of Charlotte's relatives!



How the power of words and ideas can influence our minds!

In Charlotte's words from the novel...“You have been my friend. That in itself is a tremendous thing. I
wove my webs for you because I liked you. After all, what's a life, anyway? We're born, we live a little
while, we die. A spider's life can't help being something of a mess, with all this trapping and eating
flies. By helping you, perhaps I was trying to lift up my life a trifle. Heaven knows anyone's life can
stand a little of that.” !

Charlotte not only saved Wilbur's life, but she encouraged him to live and be happy, despite being a
farm animal that is being kept and fed for one reason...food. In doing this, she also was lifted up,
echoing Francis of Assisi's belief, “For it is in giving that we receive".

Being lifted up...feeling encouragement...things we all need for our mental and overall health. It keeps
us motivated, confident, and eager to undertake with joy our extra responsibilities and the tasks of
everyday living.

We are reminded of this by Paul in 1Thessalonians 5:11,
"Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing."

Thank you for reading my ramblings about where my geriatric brain cells have lead me...from Point A,
a news article, to Point D or E, Paul's letter to the Thessalonians, a Bible verse worth imitating.

Perhaps we all need to notice and to listen to those flickers of ideas sent to us by the Holy Spirit, via
our brain.

It is comforting to remember that each of us was knit together in our mother's womb by our Creator and
blessed with unique gifts. We are all special, along with God's other creatures.

Let us be mindful that each of us is... Some Child of God...Radiant... Terrific... Humbled by the love, the
friendship, and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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