The Right Stuff

Meditation by Carl

”...deliverance will rise...” Esther 4:14

This week we are in the Book of Esther. Esther is an interesting book. God is not mentioned
anywhere. Yet the whole book is about God.

Mordecai, an exile from Jerusalem, living in Persia, adopted Esther, his cousin, who was an
orphan. The Queen of Persia defies her husband, is no longer Queen, and the King is seeking to
fill a vacancy. Esther pleases the King. The King makes her his new Queen. He forgets to ask about
her family.

Mordecai loiters outside the palace to keep an eye on Esther, which is how he gets wind of a
plot to kill the King. Mordecai warns Esther. Although technically the King’s captive, Mordecai
saves the King’s life, because it’s the right thing to do.

Compare “the right thing to do” with “every person for themself”. Some present-day political
stories are like that. Haman is “for himself”. He is quite good at it. He becomes the king’s right-
hand man. The self-made man worships his creator. Haman expects everyone else to bow to him
too. Mordecai refuses to bow down. It’s not “the right thing to do”.

Haman, angry, embellishes the offence, and tells the King that there are “certain people” who
“do not keep the King’s laws”. The King does not pay close attention, and absent-mindedly gives
Haman his signet ring. Dramatic tension builds.

Mordecai challenges Esther to step up, while also noting that if she doesn’t, “relief and deliv-
erance will rise...from another quarter”. Upright people seem to be less anxious than the self-
made kind.

Spoiler alert: it doesn’t go so well for Haman. Put another way, “the right thing to do” trumps
“every person for themself”.

Let us pray that it is so.



