Barbara Johnson, one of my favourite Christian authors, says that life is like a pasture field with
lots of cow patties. Most of the time, we can walk around them, and avoid getting into that
mess, but sometimes we have no choice except to walk right through that difficult situation, and
the good news is that Jesus promises to walk through it with us!

‘Lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of the world,” Matthew 28:20.

People throughout the world are enduring this pandemic, and there is abundant evidence that
God truly is helping us, encouraging us to walk closer with Him and strengthening us to be able
to endure everything we are facing.

Now with the possibility that we are entering the 2nd wave, | feel led to review some of the
progress that has been made during the first seven months of it, and bring hope to us that we
can continue to be innovative in the future. The recent announcement that the federal,
provincial, and local leaders are working together with the Indigenous community, to develop an
open pit gold mine in Gogama is very encouraging.

Some of the positive things that are being accomplished in the first seven months of COVID 19:

- live streaming worship services, making them available for congregations as well as folks
who don’t usually attend church

- sharing daily meditations and prayer
= encouraging folks of all ages to reach out and keep in touch with each other

- using electronic devices to research the origin of hymns, and hearing them performed by
choirs and orchestras around the world

- sharing knowledge about the importance of adhering to safety precautions and how to
prevent the spread of COVID-19, using catchy melodies and songs

- organizing Zoom meetings etc. so people can keep in touch, or conduct meetings etc.

- enabling people to work from home and students to take courses on line and keep in touch
with their classmates

- folks of all ages finding ways to express appreciation for front line workers, and to celebrate
special occasions, while practicing social distancing

- (and the list could go on and on)

Some areas that need further development:

- political parties and leaders of governments working together more to make wise decisions
- meeting the educational needs of our children, our nation’s most precious resource

- conserving and providing clean water for everyone

= meeting our health needs, especially mental health

- stimulating our economy by providing assistance for small businesses and manufacturing
companies and local communities

- providing affordable housing
- caring for the environment
- eliminating racial discrimination

- growing our own food as much as possible

Wow! That sounds impossible, but “our Lord’s power working in us, can accomplish far more
than we can ask or imagine”. Ephesians 3:20.



| personally feel reassured, when | look back over my life and see how faithfully our Lord has
not only protected us through wars, depressions, and calamities, but also, blessed us in ways
we could never have imagined. It helps me to trust that He has everything in control.
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