Reflections from the LAAMB
This Pandemic is challenging us to be creative.

Since the pandemic started, my family and Lore and I have been feeding the squirrels and
chipmunks from our back deck. The other day after supper, once again we were feeding the
chipmunks and squirrels. They have become like friends, with the chipmunks being much more
approachable. Well after feeding them for a short time, we all went into the house. While my
family and I were watching something on TV, our two cats jumped up on the sill of the window
looking out on our deck where we had been feeding the chipmunks and squirrels. They look out
of this window but usually on their own. After some time and hearing the noises from our cats
we wondered what they were looking at! Curiosity got the best of Lore so she went over to the
window. Then Lore, as she is laughing, yells at me, “check this out, Perry!!!” Our cats were
having a front row seat of the chipmunks and squirrels feeding frenzy!!!We had forgotten to
bring in the clear plastic peanut container. There were the chipmunks and squirrels going in and
out of the large container to get peanuts. Somehow they found a way to tip over the peanut
container on its side. The container was almost empty.

———
We weren’t upset, in fact, we kept watching them going into the
container like it was a form of entertainment. Each one, surprisingly,
not fighting over it, took their turn getting a peanut. We laughed as we
watched them, with some nervousness go into the container, grab a
peanut and then race out of the container. It was so funny!!! They had
been so creative in somehow tipping the peanut container over the chair
onto the floor so they could get access to the peanuts.

They obviously wanted more peanuts so they found a way, a creative way, to help themselves.
I don’t know about you but this pandemic hasn’t been all bad. It has not only challenged the
chipmunks and squirrels to be creative. But it has also challenged us to be creative.

Have any of you thought about Halloween?

I noticed that the Halloween candy was out in the stores in July. I couldn’t believe it!
But what happens if we can’t do Halloween this year the way we normally do it?
Maybe it’s time to get creative!

I looked on my computer for information about whether Halloween will be allowed in Canada
this year but could find nothing. However, I did find something about Halloween in the United
States.

“Los Angeles County’s Department of Public Health has already put the kibosh on Halloween
traditions such as haunted houses and parties and recommends people avoid door-to-door trick-
or-treating or even “‘trunk-or-treating,” by which children collect treats walking from car to car
at gatherings in school or church parking lots.

Door to door trick-or-treating is not recommended because it can be very difficult to maintain
proper social distancing on porches and at front doors, ensure that everyone answering or



coming to the door is appropriately masked to prevent disease spread, and because sharing food
is risky,” according to the new health order.”

So how can our neighbours from the south be creative this Halloween? Maybe I can learn how
they are being creative.

Here is what some people are talking about doing.

A woman has a wrought-iron fence around her home. She’s planning to hang candy from the
fence for children to grab as they pass.

And another man told his Facebook friends he intends to hang candy from the tree near his front
porch so children can “pick their treats the way we pick apples.”

Another couple is planning to break out those plastic eggs you use to hide candy at Easter and
decorate them with scary faces or decals. Then they are filling them with candy. They are also
painting a large sign that says. Happy Halloween! Find your treat in the front yard. Take only
one so others can enjoy them. Good luck with kids only taking one!!!Ha!

Then on Wednesday morning, on CTV news I heard about the community in Dartmouth, Nova
Scotia who have been dropping candy out of an airplane for forty-nine years. This year will be
their fifty year anniversary. This can still be done during this Pandemic. Actually, the man doing
it says, “it is ideal for this Pandemic time!!The kids just need to physically distance themselves.”
Maybe some of the parents who attend this event can remind them about the Covid-19 safety
measures. Sounds like a great idea to me. Does the church have any planes lying around? Ha!

Let me go back to the chipmunks and squirrels finding a creative way to feed themselves. They
are not the only ones being challenged to be creative. We all have a mind that can be creative and
this Pandemic is challenging us to use it.

Go have fun being creative ----you might help someone else in the process!

Pastor Perry



