
Compassion 

 

 

In the light of last weeks news reports of the vicious attacks by bullies on vulnerable citizens, 

and the indifference of bystanders to help, we need to examine our own hearts and reactions.  

Chambers English dictionary gives the meaning of compassion as ‘fellow feeling or sorrow for 

the suffering of another, pity.’ 

The Good Samaritan is one of the better-known parables of Jesus. 

How a man travelling to Jericho fell among thieves who stripped him, wounded him and left 

him for dead at the roadside.  Jesus then goes on to describe the reactions of passers by. 

Respectable people who ignored the man’s plight, until a Samaritan (who was not regarded 

respectable by society) saw him and had compassion. He bandaged the man’s wounds, put him 

on his own animal and took him to an inn.  Not only did he care for him, but paid the innkeeper 

for ongoing needs until he returned later. 

We know that God is always full of compassion towards us “But being full of compassion 

forgave their iniquity and did not destroy them. Yes, many a time He turned his anger away and 

did not stir up His wrath.”  Psalm 78 v38 

You may be asking yourself at this point, well what can we do about it?  I know it is always my 

question, what can we all do about it.  Whilst watching a social panel on TV, one member was 

asking if a law could be passed on a negative attitude from these bystanders. 

Jesus told us to pray for our enemies.  Luke 7 v35 “love you enemies, do good and lend, hoping 

for nothing in return, and your reward will be great and you will be sons of the Most High. For 

He is kind to the unthankful and evil.’ 

If my Heavenly Father is kind, I can only follow Him. 

The hearts of all mankind need to be turned around in love.  We can pray and pray and pray. 

And pray some more. 

“For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal” 2 

Cor 4 v18 
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