Thursday in the Fourth Week of Epiphany: February 4, 2021

As Jesus continues to teach and heal, some opposition begins to become evident from the religious
authorities in positions of power. His closest followers struggle to understand what Jesus says and does
so Jesus seizes the moment at the end of a long day in the wilderness to once again teach about the
generosity of those who are curious and searching for new direction in their spiritual lives. Jesus asks
the crowds to sit and his closest followers to find out how much food in their possession. Jesus takes
the seven loaves and a few small fish, blesses these gifts of food, and asks his closest followers to
distribute these to the hungry crowds. At Bethsaida, Jesus watches as some friends bring to him a man
who is unable to see, lays his hands on a man’s eyes, and restores this man’s sight with a second prayer.

Read Mark 8:27-9:1. What catches my attention in this gospel passage?

On his way to Caesarea Philippi, Jesus gives his closest followers a pop quiz. Jesus asks them to tell him
their beliefs about his identity. His closest followers don’t answer the question but give answers which
different people in the crowds would say as their answer. Peter gets to the point immediately, saying
“You are the Messiah!” Mark 8:29. Peter’s answer is not a lucky guess. Peter knows the stories from
the recent Hebrew writings and discussions about the coming of the Son of Man at the end of time to
separate the Righteous from the Unrighteous, bringing the Righteous into a new world and destroying
the Unrighteous. Peter listens to Jesus and hears a unique authority speaking. Peter watches Jesus and
sees some awesome events happen. Peter is not wrong but he is naive, still in the early parts of his
spiritual journey. Jesus expresses alarm at the response which Peter gives to his question. When Jesus
speaks about the suffering which he will undergo at the hands of the religious authorities in the land,
Peter challenges Jesus, demonstrating his simplistic understanding of the coming of the Hebrew Messiah
and the destruction of the Unrighteous. Jesus rebukes Peter, identifying him as a Tempter who will lead
others astray. Jesus tells Peter and the others closest to him to keep silence about his true identity.
Jesus is afraid that his closest followers will inflate the number of the Unrighteous and establish a false
division between the Righteous and the Unrighteous. It is so easy to identify the Righteous as those
who share one’s own language, negative perspectives of marginalized people, common blaming
behaviours for those who hold different understandings about how the world operates, and shared
cultural practices. It is so easy to look forward to the deaths of those who become identifies as being
the Unrighteous. At this point in his journey, Jesus has yet to speak to multitudes of more people as
well as to demonstrate the generosity of Creator and Great Spirit by healing others of their afflictions
and setting others free from what oppresses them. Jesus needs more time to show his generation what
he must suffer in order to usher in a radically new understanding about what it means to be sent into
the world by Creator and Great Spirit, setting out a new path for Peoples from all over Mother Earth.
Jesus uses plain language with those closest to him to communicate what will happen to him as he
suffers rejection, attempts at humiliation, degradations, brutality, betrayal, and the excruciating agony
of death by crucifixion.

After Jesus finishes this teaching, he finds the crowds and begins to tell them what they must do to walk
in his footsteps and follow him. Jesus teaches, “If any want to be my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” Mark 8:34. Jesus points out that the path ahead



will be painful as well as joyful. To walk as Jesus walks introduces those closest to Jesus to a journey of
sacrifice for the benefit of others. To see others as Jesus sees people introduces his followers to
exercise an amazing gift of sight. To listen to others as Jesus hears people introduces his followers to
discover sounds beyond what our ears have been trained to hear. In the generation in which Jesus was
born and lived, Jesus points out that some will witness the end of evil and the beginning of a new
creation for those who practice what Jesus teaches.

Reread Mark 8:27-9:1. What is God saying to us?

In this generation, you and | have been taught that the Anointed One sent by Creator and Great Spirit
has ushered in a new creation some two thousand years ago, walking his way to the cross and equipping
his closest followers with the means to see people and listen to people as the Crucified and Risen Jesus
continues to do so. Our perceptions rooted in the wisdom of those who need to exert power over
others has been challenged by the teachings and life of the One Anointed by Creator and Great Spirit.

In her book BRAIDING SWEETGRASS: INDIGENOUS WISDOM, SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, AND THE
TEACHINGS OF PLANTS (Milkweed Editions, 2013), the biologist Dr. Robin Wall Krimmer recounts how
her own Anishnaabeg People, a People of the Forest and Lakes, came to reside on the prairies of
Oklahoma. Citizen Potawatomi Nation originated from Anishnaabeg Peoples in the Great Lakes area.
Members from Mission Band of Potawatomi in the northwestern part of the state of Indiana were
joined by other Potawatomi from the southern part of the state of Wisconsin and the southern part of
the state of Illinois. After the Treaty of Chicago in 1833 and following the Indian Removal Act passed by
the American federal government, these Potawatomi Peoples were forced to march to land west of the
Mississippi River in Kansas. American soldiers ensured compliance. Along this Potawatomi Trail of
Death, the bones of their ancestors were laid to rest. In Kansas, the survivors settled on a small reserve
shared by members of Mission Band of Potawatomi and members the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
who endured a series of removals from various territories given to them by the American federal
government on the prairies in the states of Missouri and lowa. The members of the Mission Band of
Potawatomi maintained the cultural and spiritual practices of their woodland heritage while the
members of the Prairie Potawatomi Nation embraced the ways and ceremonies of Prairie Peoples. In
1867, the Mission Band of Potawatomi signed a treaty, selling their portion of the reserve lands and
buying lands for themselves in Indian Territory in Oklahoma. After a long summer of intense discussions
in 1890, the Mission Band of Potawatomi agreed to give up their communal understanding of sharing a
land and accepted allotments of land in Oklahoma given to the individual families of their members as
private property. As a result, this Anishnaabeg People became American citizens and believed that their
new reserve would be protected under American Law so they would not be asked to move again. In
1891, unoccupied allotments were sold to settlers. However, the newly formed Citizen Potawatomi
Nation also did not understand the implications of the need to pay taxes so more allotments were sold
to settlers. Individual families also sold their allotments when offered alcohol and money for their lands.
Dr. Kimmerer noted that within a generation, about two thirds of the original allotments no longer
belonged to the members of Citizen Potawatomi Nation. Currently, sbout 10,000 of their 30,000
members live in Oklahoma.



The story sbout Dr. Kimmerer’s Indigenous People demonstrates what happens when citizens of a
nation establish strategies to marginalize Indigenous Peoples and develop acts of legislation along with
political policies to maintain power over them.

Reread Mark 8:27-9:1. What is God calling us to be and do?

Consider what might have happened to the Mission Band of Potawatomi if Settlers were guided by
cultural and spiritual practices which supported the sharing Creator and Great Spirit’s gifts of land and
waters. Pray for wisdom to re-establish relationships between Settlers and Indigenous Peoples. Find
ways to honour cultural and spiritual practices which seek the well-being of others, building healthy,
strong relationships.



