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Groundhog Plus One 

By Carl Brown 

 

One week past Groundhog Day, strategically placed in the month that we seem to have 

the most snow and the most road closures: isolation on top of isolation. Such a silly 

tradition, and we know that it doesn’t work anyway . 

Punxsutawney Phil’s reliability isn’t that good, somewhere between 36% and 47% 
1. Wiarton Willie’s is worse, although he has a faithful local following 2.  

Yet groundhog predictions give us hope. In February we need some promise that 

things are going to get better. 

My job is exploding right now. People are grumpy. I am tired, because of it. 

I was grateful for the road closure last weekend. Some sixth sense made me get 

groceries early. I was well supplied. I was snug in my house by the fire. I had fun bringing 

Perry into my living room by internet. 

I hope that you have a good week. Be gentle with yourself. And with others.  

 
1 https://www.livescience.com/32974-punxsutawney-phil-weather-prediction-accuracy.html 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WiartonWillie#: 


