Meditation for January 22, 2021

Last Friday, we read a meditation written by Rev. Paula Leggett in British Columbia. Paula’s
reflections were based on the recent violence in Washington, D.C. Why is it we cannot have a
world in which violence is totally non-existent? Jesus message of peace has been delivered across
the world for over two thousand years and yet it seems it has fallen on deaf ears. Every time we
open a news source on our computer devices, we are met with news of murder, racist incidents
involving violence, violence against women, or a military action somewhere in the world.

If you have ever read through the Old Testament, you will have quickly realized that violence
between individuals and between nations was an ever-present reality. That was two, three, four
thousand and more years ago. Development of human behaviour was still in its early stages in
those times. Is it naive to think that human behaviour should have evolved into one of universal
peace over those thousands of years?

Take a look at the photo at the top of this page. This little cemetery is across the road from the
apartment building where | lived in the German village of Hombruch. This was another of those
peaceful little places | used to walk through when | wanted to clear my mind of the day’s
problems. There are 197 little stone crosses here; | counted them. Under each of those crosses
lies a child, and in several cases the child’s mother; the father was away fighting a war. In a few
instances the child’s grandparents are buried with them too; all victims of a war they didn’t ask
for. | daresay this scene is duplicated in many cities and towns across Europe and the U.K.

As of last count, the world population stands at 7.3 billion people, and of that 7.3 billion, 2.3
billion are Christians; one Christian for every three people on earth. There’s a strong message in
those figures..... One of our “Five Marks of Mission” a mission that is at the heart of every
Christian church is; “To Seek To Transform Unjust Structures of Society, To Challenge Violence of
Every Kind and To Pursue Peace and Reconciliation”. It is the mission of every Christian to live by
those words...... reach out to a neighbour, say hi or wave to a stranger, and maybe, just maybe,
those simple actions will go a long way to bringing peace.

Brian Reis



