Thursday in the Second Week after Pentecost: June 10, 2021

In the Lucan gospel, Jesus approaches Jerusalem, stopping along the way to bless the children in the
crowd, to answer a question posed by a man of faith blessed by wealthy, to proclaim for a third time to
proclaim the suffering which he would endure before he was raised to new life. Outside Jericho, Jesus
heals an impoverished man by restoring his eyesight so he no longer needed to beg outside the city
gates to survive. Inside Jericho, Jesus sees a wealthy man in a sycamore tree, calls him down, and asks
him to provide a feast and shelter in his home for his closest followers. The Chief Tax Collector for the
city and its surrounding area knows who Jesus is and repents of his exploitation of his neighbours over
the years, offering to return any wealth obtained through gathering more than what was due to be paid
as well as to provide for the poor. Jesus declares to those who object to the plan Jesus made to stay at
the home of the Chief Tax Collector hear that Jesus came into the world to not only seek out the
afflicted and the lost but to accomplish something amazing in their lives.

Read Luke 19:28-40. What catches my attention in this gospel passage?

As Jesus draws near to Bethany and Bethpage on the Mount of Olives, he sends two of his followers into
the village before them to find a young donkey tethered just inside the gates and bring it back to him.
Jesus tells this pair to tell the owners of this unridden animal, “His Master needs him!” Luke 19:31.
These two students do as Jesus instructed them and find what they seek without difficulty. These two
have eyes to see and ears to hear in order to accomplish this simple task. The owners of this young
donkey challenge the pair and are satisfied with their answer, releasing the unridden animal into their
care. Itis my conviction that the “owners” have received a vision or listened to a divine messenger so
they know that their young, unridden donkey will be needed by the One sent by the Source of All Life
and Love for a unique part to play in great drama for the benefit all of creation. These “owners” do not
consider this donkey to be one of their possessions but understand this donkey to have a purpose just as
they themselves have a unique purpose in life in creation. |also believe that the pair whom Jesus sends
into the village leads both the young, unridden donkey and the “owners” of this animal to Jesus. The
crowds gather outside Jerusalem to celebrate the coming of a new ruler as foretold by those who spoke
the Words of the Source of All Life and Love to their Ancestors in the past. A very unique momentin
time and space is about to begin.

The followers of Jesus shout, “Blessed be the One who comes in the name of the Lord God Almighty!
All is well in Heaven! The glory of the Lord is in the high places!” Luke 19:38. Those who know the
Source of All Life and Love join in this powerful proclamation. The poor in the crowd gather palm
branches to lay on the ground and the wealthy lay down their cloaks. The streets are full of joy. Jesus
rides the young donkey towards Jerusalem.

The religious authorities among this crowd become alarmed and challenge Jesus asking him to stop the
crowd from expressing the hope from rising up inside them and issuing forth in action. Jesus answers
with one of my favourite quips in the gospels, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout

I"

out!” Luke 19:40. Stones bear witness to the presence and power of Creator/Great Spirit over millions

of years. Stones have also seen and heard much since the creation of Human Beings.



Reread Luke 19:28-40. What is God saying to us?

In her interactions through email, an Anishinaabe Grandmother received a quote from the Christian
contemplative Thomas Merton in his work Thoughts in Solitude originally published in 1956 and a
reflection attempting to contrast spirituality and religion. The quote from Thomas Merton, begins,
“When society is made up of men who know no interior solitude, it can no longer be held together by
love: and consequently, it is held together by a violent and abusive authority.” The author of the email
connects with Thomas Merton, valuing interior solitude and promoting spirituality as living in
relationships with “our core self”, others, the Earth, and the world around us. It is interesting that
Thomas Merton would identify the presence of inner solitude with a practice of gratitude and by living
in relationships in humility. The author of this email points out that he finds inner solitude by coming to
know himself and to love himself as he is at each and every particular point in his journey of life.

The author of the email does not address the patriarchal language commonly used in the writings of
contemplatives and radical thinkers even into the 1960’s and sometimes into the present generation.
Many in this generation have come to understand that Human Beings have been created with a variety
of possible identities according to the genetic materials and information which we have been given
through conception and our socialization into sets of relationships in which we were raised as
dependent children and youth. These identities are further shaped by our experiences in our search for
purpose and self-determination. Human Beings need to be valued as precious individuals with much to
offer others close to us as well as those in more complicated social, economic, political, and spiritual
relationships in this creation. The use of inclusive language demonstrates an openness to learning about
the unique contribution of each Human Being to the health and well-being of not only every other
Human Being but also to the non-human beings which populate creation.

It is interesting that the author of the email makes the statement, “While | find value in community and
connectedness, ironically | can only find true connectedness and community within the realm of inner
solitude.” In my experience, many Human Beings find inner solitude when separate from or away from
other people. Many other Human Beings find inner solitude in periods of calm outside of the busyness
of living and in the quiet moments, focusing on the awesome sight of a particular focal point or on the
ordinary physical activity of breathing. When | worked at Native Child and Family Services of Toronto, |
also observed colleagues relax and open themselves to the presence of Creator/Great Spirit through the
practice of smudging, inhaling the smoke arising from burning medicines (sage, sweetgrass, tobacco,
and cedar). Each opportunity to participate in a sweat lodge always became experiences of profound
cleansing and a renewal of energies so that | felt like my feet were barely connecting with Mother Earth
in walking afterwards. These experiences were awesome and somewhat similar to my experiences in
participating in daily devotions or small group discussions of matters of faith and in praying together or
public worship. | have also experienced profound instances of inner solitude as a Human Being, a family
member, a friend, a husband, a father, a priest, and a social worker when other Human Beings have
accomplished ordinary milestones or attained their goals in life, or overcame hardship, trauma, and
affliction. Unfortunately, | do not know the author of the email sent to the Anishinaabe Grandmother to
understand the framework which this man bases his search for inner solitude. A host of spiritual
practices can be discovered within every religious heritage based on separating oneself from the



experiences of life and relationships with other Human Beings and non-human beings in creation. My
own Christian heritage connects me to the Source of All Life and Love, providing me with a framework in
which | seek that which demonstrates the presence of faith, hope, and love in relationships. In the book
Law’s Indigenous Ethics (University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 2019), John Borrows as a member of
Neyaashiinigmiing First Nation (Saugeen Ojibwa Nation) on the Bruce Peninsula and professor of
Indigenous Law at the University of Victoria explores the impact of the Seven Grandfather/Grandmother
Teachings in the formation and development of Indigenous law in this part of Turtle Island. Dr. Borrows
maintains that Indigenous law is complex and practical but it is not primary, superior, or universal in
relation to other legal frameworks. The first Grandfather/Grandmother teachings is zaagi’idiwin (love).
Dr. Borrows identifies aki (land, earth) as being a source of knowledge and wisdom with respect to
understanding how the principle of love can be learned by Human Beings by observing, reflecéing,
interacting, and discussing the natural world. As Dr. Borrows points out Human Beings take direction
from Mother Earth, “Anishinaabe people attempt to regulate their behaviour and resolve their disputes
by drawing guidance from what they see in the behaviour of the sun, moon. stars, winds, waves, trees,
birds, animals, and other natural phenomena.” From the teachings of Elders, Dr. Borrows explains how
watching waters flowing in the zaagiin (mouth of a river, pronounced as saugeen) is linguistically
connected in Anishinaabemowin to the Grandfather/Grandmother teaching zaagi’idiwin, noting that
waters carry nutrients off thousands of acres of land to the mouths of many waterways flowing into
what is known as Lake Huron and Georgian Bay carrying organic and other life-giving materials
nourishing plants, fish, birds, and animals as well as sustaining energy for these non-human beings as
well as for Human Beings into the future. Love, like a river, continually flows providing many kinds of
nourishment as the ongoing creative energy of Creator/Great Spirit freely flows through non-human
beings and Human Beings towards others so that these others to can be nourished and sustained. |
appreciate this framework connecting inner solitude to the Source of All Life and Love and to the messy
business of living responsibly in a myriad of significant relationships.

Reread Luke 19:28-40. What is God calling us to be and do?

The closest followers of Jesus and some of the crowd gathered at Jerusalem were waiting for the Source
of All Life and Love to fulfill many promises made to their Ancestors and act in time and space putting an
end to violence and inequities while ushering in a new creation. Unlike other rulers at the time, Jesus
was lifted up and placed on a young, unridden donkey to begin the last part of his journey. What
happened surprised everyone and continues to be surprising in this generation.

Rejoice in the ongoing presence and activity of Creator, Eternal Word, and Great Spirit in creation now.
Celebrate the many ways in which Human Beings are nourished and sustained in a complex web of
relationships. Share with others what gives us direction in our behaviours and in our efforts to resolve
inequities in the distribution of the gifts from Mother Earth to sustain life for all.

David Franks



