Thursday in the Fifth Week of Easter: May 6, 2021

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

As Jesus goes through cities and villages around the Sea if Galilee, he continues teaching about the
ongoing presence and activity of the Source of All Life and Love. Jesus takes compassion on the Roman
Centurion and heals his beloved servant. Near Mount Tabor, Jesus interrupts a funeral procession
empathizing with a woman who suffered the death of her husband and then who has just lost her only
son. Jesus touches the funeral bier and tells the corpse to sit up. Wherever Jesus journeys, he sets frees
a number of women from being overwhelmed by what would be identified today as trauma and
pervasive mental health issues which bound and diminished them. Jesus makes them whole and they
join the twelve disciples journeying with him. Jesus brings new life to those who do not belong to the
Hebrew People or who are the most vulnerable among the descendants of Abraham and Sarah. Jesus
also clearly and repeatedly says that those who follow him not only listen to his teachings but put these
lessons into action.

Read Luke 8:26-39. What catches my attention in this gospel reading?

On the other side of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus faces a man who is bound by dynamics beyond his control,
compelling him to rage and run out into the wilderness. In order to protect him and to keep others safe,
this man is bound by chains and shackles by those who care for him. In spite of these efforts, this man
has been able to free himself of these restraints, cause harm, and then flee to hide in the contours of
the land arising out of the shoreline. In a graveyard, Jesus listens to this man shout statements about his
identity as the Son of the Most High God and what Jesus has the power do in this creation. Jesus takes
compassion on this tortured soul and sets him free. Imagine what it was like to be calm, clean, clothed,
and composed in his right mind after so many years alienated from his true self and the members of his
community. Imagine what it was like for extended family and friends to draw close and even gently hold
him as a new creature in creation.

There is much humour in this good news story too. Over the centuries of armed conflict, invasions, and
resettlement, foreigners have seized portions of the land on this side of the Sea of Galilee and raise pigs.
The evil spirits convince Jesus not to relegate them to the abyss bound for eternity. Jessus listens and
then sends these evil spirits to enter the pigs in the fields. The pigs stampede over the cliffs and drown
in the waters below. The Hebrew People who believe pigs to be unclean animals would chuckle at the
outcome of this story. In the end, evil is vanquished and good prevails.

At the end of this good news story, Jesus sends the man released from oppression to live among those
who care for him, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you!” Luke 8:39.

Reread Luke 8: 26-39. What is God saying to us?

In her book BRAIDING SWEETGRASS: INDIGENOUS WISDOM, SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, AND THE
TEACHINGS OF PLANTS (Milkwood Editions Canada, 2013), Robin Wall Kimmerer shares the
Anishinabek teachings about the Seven Sacred Fires. To survive thousands of years in the forests around
the Great Lakes of Turtle Island, the Anishinabek Peoples learned to light a fire with a bow and drill as
quickly as possible with as little energy expended as needed. Like many today, Dr. Kimmerer learned



from her father and from the woods themselves how to light a fire with one match in any season no
matter what the weather. Only natural materials are used. Respectful treatment of the woods and
knowledge of the flora available for fire making in each of the seasons are required. Dr. Kimmerer
learned to sing to the fire when she touched the lit match to the tinder. With the right materials
carefully gathered together and assembled as well as with respect for the ways of air and wood, a fire is
always possible. This woodcraft skill has the power to make people feel safe and happy, converting
sodden individuals into a lively group thinking about a hot meal and opportunities to listen to stories
and sing together. Her father also taught her to leave enough firewood for the next person or group to
use the firepit.

Her father also introduced her to other kinds of fires. Thunderbird Fires happen when lightening ignites
forests and meadows. Sometimes, rain put these fires out but at other times these wildfires could
become so hot and spread to destroy everything over great distances. Another kind of fire was lit by
Human Beings to get huge wildfires under control. Fire set by Human Beings could also allow for berries
to grow and for four-legged creatures to find food to eat. Birch trees also grow up in burnt areas so
Indigenous Knowledge Keepers taught their descendants how to care for the land by using fire as a tool
in accomplishing the purposes of Creator and Great Spirit. Birch forests provided bark for canoes,
sheathing for wigwams, coverings for baskets, scrolls for artwork, and tinder for fires. Both paper birch
and yellow birch become hosts for a fungus which erupts through the bark to form sterile conks which
look like grainy black tumours about the size of softballs, known as shkitagen to the Potawatomi People.
Once the black knob of shkitagen is cut open, bands of gold and bronze can be seen. The conk has the
texture of a spongy wood, constructed of tiny threads and air-filled pores. Indigenous Ancestors opened
themselves to learn from this part of the birch tree and discovered that coals from fires can be stored in
this fungus and carried from place to place. Hearth fires mark the traditional territories of Indigenous
Peoples, indicating where Ancestors lived and journeyed over generations. Ceremonial fires carry
prayers upwards or facilitate cleansing through smudging or promote healing in sweat lodges. Special
Firekeepers tend the Sacred Fires where spiritual teachings have been shared since the beginning of
time and continue through generations to come. Dr. Kimmerer also learned from her father that the
most difficult Sacred Fire to keep burning is the one within each Human Being. One side of this fire is
the force of creation, generating life and bringing good into this creation. The other side of this fire
brings destruction to oneself and other Relatives, both human and non-human beings. It is important to
learn how to tend each of our Sacred Fires so that Human Beings can fulfil our Original Instructions given
by Creator and Great Spirit to participate in life-giving activities and spiritual practices.

Reread Luke 8:26-39. What is God calling us to be and do?

Human Beings are intended by Creator and Great Spirit to be whole, free to experience new life and to
participate in the work of bringing new life into being within ourselves and among the people whom we
know. Find out what generates energy within yourself. Give thanks for the warmth and light which you
have discovered. Talk with others about what you are learning.
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