Reflection of the LAAMB

A few weeks back before the Pandemic shut down in Ontario, Lore, my daughter Sydney and I were
driving to our old stomping grounds of Lucknow. My daughter was connecting up with her financial
advisor who, when we were situated in Wingham, was only 10 minutes drive away. Not so anymore, it is
more like an hour and half from Wiarton. But on our way, we had left at 7:30am, on this sun filled
morning, there on the roof of an old barn was two large turkey vultures with their wings spread out. We
turned the car around and went back to have another look. I stopped a little ways from the barn because I
did not want to scare the vultures away. What a beautiful sight to see their wings spread to their full
extension. It almost looked like they were about to begin some exercise together but they stood
motionless with the wings wide open! We were in awe at them standing in this posture motionless taking
in the sun’s rays. Sydney yelled out, “it looks like they are sun tanning “and then we all laughed.

When we got home I researched this behaviour of turkey vultures on
the internet. It turns out that Sydney wasn’t too far off with her sun
tanning comment. They were not getting sun tans of course but they
were using the sun light to their advantage. This is what I learned:

Spread-wing postures appear to serve for both thermoregulation (to
absorb solar energy to supplement their low metabolic heat

production and to offset partly their inordinately high rate of heat

loss due to convection) and drying in Turkey Vultures when wet, evaporation from their plumage.

These birds maintain their body temperature at a lower level at night than in the daytime. Morning wing-
spreading should provide a means of absorbing solar energy and passively raising their temperature to
the daytime level. Field observations indicate that this behaviour is associated with the intensity of
sunlight and also occurs more frequently when the birds are wet than when they are dry.

I had seen this done once or twice before by turkey vultures in my many travels doing ministry in the
Bruce Peninsula. However, I never gave it a second thought, nor did I stop and observe. When you stop to
observe something it changes the whole experience. You look with curiosity and wonder. You see more
of what’s happening in the moment. You also realize that these dazzling creatures are doing something
special, on a particular day and time that may not happen again for your viewing pleasure. It just so
happen that we were at the right time and the right place to see this behaviour by these vultures.

As I reflected on this experience, stopping and enjoying these captivating vultures, it made me wonder
how many other things, I missed in the past because I was so preoccupied with getting to my destination.
Watching those vultures, slowed me down, allowed me to appreciate that this was a special moment...that
all the moments we have are special. As I looked at these “spread-wing postures ” of the turkey vultures it
reminded me that I too am here to spread my wings. In spreading my wings, it enables me to be open to
sharing my gifts so that others can benefit from them. We often hear on the news about this special story
of a person who is doing something almost magical to help others in a unique way. Yet, that person could
be you and I on our daily journeys, not to do something to get on the news but to do something that can
help another human being or another creature from the earth. Every time I have done something for
another, it often helps me appreciate life more, appreciate that I can actually do this. It gives more
meaning and purpose to my life and for that, I thank God! So on your daily journey....”go spread your
wings.”
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Basic Description

If you’ve gone looking for raptors on a clear day, your heart has probably leaped at the sight of a
large, soaring bird in the distance— perhaps an eagle or osprey. But if it's soaring with its wings
raised in a V and making wobbly circles, it's likely a Turkey Vulture. These birds ride thermals
in the sky and use their keen sense of smell to find fresh carcasses. They are a consummate
scavenger, cleaning up the countryside one bite of their sharply hooked bill at a time, and never
mussing a feather on their bald heads.

Backyard Tips

Turkey Vultures are accustomed to living near humans and snacking off of our leavings. You
will often see them in farm fields or hanging out next to the road. However, they are not likely to
be in your backyard unless something has died or else you have a very large backyard.

Find This Bird

The most common time to see a Turkey Vulture is while driving, so look along the sides of
highways and in the sky over open countryside. When hiking or traveling in hilly or mountainous
areas, keep your eyes peeled for vultures. Sudden changes in topography allow for updrafts that
the birds use to carry them into the sky.

Cool Facts

o The oldest recorded Turkey Vulture was at least 16 years, 10 months old when it was
found in Ohio, the same state where it had been banded

Nesting

As a part of pair formation, several birds gather in circle on ground, and perform ritualized
hopping movements around perimeter of circle with wings partly spread. In the air, one bird may
closely follow another, the two birds flapping and diving. Nest sites are in sheltered areas, such
as inside hollow trees or logs, in crevices in cliffs, under rocks, in caves, inside dense thickets, or
in old buildings. Little or no nest built; eggs laid on debris or on flat bottom of nest site.

Young

One parent remains with young much of time at first. Both parents feed young, by regurgitation.
If young are approached in nest, they defend themselves by hissing and regurgitating. Age of
young at first flight about 9-10 weeks.



