What is God asking us to be and do?

Having left the city of Capernaum in Judea, Jesus and his closest followers walked in the countryside on
a journey moving towards Jerusalem. On this journey, Jesus teaches about what it means to make a
commitment and remain faithful to those closest to us. Jesus gathers the little children in the crowd and
blesses them. Jesus speaks about his own journey towards his betrayal, the injustice of his trial by the
religious authorities of the land, and beyond his cruel death on a Roman cross. Jesus seeks to make the
best use of his last pieces of time with those who listen to him and watch what he does.

Read Mark 10: 35-45. What catches my attention in this gospel reading?

In spite of his best efforts in teaching and healing those in pain over the course of three years, Jesus is
confronted with the limitations of his closest followers. Jesus has provided knowledge about how to live
fully in this creation but his closest followers do not demonstrate any understanding about what he has
been saying and about what he has been showing the whole world through his actions.

The brothers James and John sons of Zebedee were part of the original group of 12 who responded to
being called by Jesus to follow him. Jesus himself identifies these brothers as “the sons of thunder”, a
spiritual name pointing out that each of them share common thoughts and feelings arising from years of
living and working together and then speak their minds out of their common perspective with unearthly
power. These brothers do not ask a question posed to satisfy their curiosity about what will happen
after their time on this creation comes to an end. Instead, they make a statement, seeking a blessing
from their Teacher. Their statement appears simple and straightforward but generates a flash of
lightning in a storm gathering overhead. “Teacher, we want you to do whatever we ask of you.” Mark
10:35. In seeking clarification from James and John about what they want, Jesus listens to their answer
and realizes that James and John are completely unaware about the implications of their request. When
the other ten of the original disciples learn what James and John want from Jesus, it is as if this
statement immediately generates a very loud, and in some ways terrifying sound. A thunderous boom
explodes in their midst. The listener to this gospel story might expect to discover that a tremendous
surge of energy has left behind the charred remains of the sons of Zebedee.

James and John seek positions of power and prestige. James and John want to sit on the right and left of
Jesus in this new creation which Jesus will bring into being after his death on a cross.

In listening to James and John proclaim their belief in their capabilities, Jesus points out that he has a
unique journey to make in this creation and confirms that each of them will participate in the same
journey as one of his followers. “The cup that | will drink you will drink; and the baptism with which |
am baptized, you will be baptized.” Mark 10:39. Jesus also tells James and John that he is not the One
to decide who will be nearest to him in this new creation.

In responding to the other ten of his followers, Jesus reiterates his teaching, “Whoever wishes to be
great among you must be your servant and whoever wishes to be first among you must be a slave to
all!’” Mark 10: 43, 44. Jesus tells all those who follow him and live by his teachings that he exercised



power as a servant caring for the well-being of others. Jesus clearly communicates that he freely and
wholly gives his life so that others might be set free and have the means to live in the same way. .

Reread Mark 10: 35-45. What is God saying to us?

On these lands and waters in this part of the planet, Settlers and Newcomers share a great deal in
common with Indigenous Peoples with whom we are bound together by a number of treaties, intending
to maintain friendships between nations and to share all that Creator provides.

Human Beings are raised to find our places among a complex web of relationships. Each of us is born
into a family who share a common language and a comprehensive base of knowledge which is taken for
granted. In order to survive, we learn to accept how our families of origin navigate in the world. We
learn to meet the expectations of those who gave us life and those who sustain us on a day-to-day basis.
These people play a significant role in the formation of our identity and character. This is what each
one of us receives as an inheritance from our Ancestors. We take on the identity and feelings given to
us by these significant people. We learn language to communicate our words and feelings about what is
happening around us. Through our observations and experiences, we learn about how the world
works. We identify the various emotions which we feel and come to understand the feelings which
others have about us. We learn to explore this creation. We discover our particular strengths. We
develop our skills. We accumulate experiences which are unique to ourselves. We gain knowledge
which illumines the path upon which we are walking. We seek visions about the direction in which we
need to move forward. We learn to be creative in what we say and do. We search for teachers to share
their knowledge with us and to walk in a good way. We find ways to respect the contributions that
others make to our lives as well as to contribute to the lives of others and improve the living conditions
of the most vulnerable. We learn to be grateful for the gifts of creation and to be responsible in the
care of this planet.

To live in this way together, Human Beings need to learn how to exercise power and seek affirmation
without placing one particular People in a hierarchical relationship above others and thereby
diminishing or erasing them in any way. As Settlers and Newcomers to this part of the world, we
brought with us a framework undergirded by convictions about the superiority of European knowledge,
cultural practices, and religious beliefs. Somehow, the Church lost its way. Teachings about being a
servant to others were set aside. However, in this generation, Settlers and Newcomers are being
challenged to share what we have learned about the generosity of Creator, the Eternal Word, and Great
Spirit in order to build up others, particularly those who are most vulnerable among us. In this
generation, Indigenous Peoples challenge us to set aside efforts which maintain power and prestige so
that we learn new ways of living in order to give thanks for the gifts of creation and even to serve the
earth our Mother in much different ways than we have done in the past.

For the Snider Lecture at the beginning of October 2021 at the University of Toronto, Robin Wall
Kimmerer made a presentation entitled RESTORATION AND RECIPROCITY: HEALING RELATIONSHIPS
WITH THE NATURAL WORLD. Dr. Kimmerer is a mother, a distinguished professor teaching botany in
upper New York state, an author exploring Indigenous Wisdom and Scientific Knowledge, and a member



of Citizen Potawatomi Nation. Dr. Kimmerer points out the destructive consequences of seeking power
over creation and the benefits of establishing reciprocal relationships with other living creatures and
more-than-human beings in this creation.

When Europeans arrived here over 500 years ago, Settlers brought a framework of knowledge and
religious beliefs which were considered to be superior to the knowledge and spiritual practices of the
Indigenous Peoples who had lived on these lands and waters for thousands of years and cared for these
lands and waters as living beings who considered to be teachers and kin.

For European Settlers and Newcomers, lands and waters were sources of natural resources to be
harvested, extracted, and exploited in the process of accumulating wealth for a much smaller portion of
the population. Lands and waters became capital to increase in value and be traded for profit. Land
became sources of ecological services, offsetting the pollution of the land, waters, and air. For European
Settlers, land also became property for individuals or corporations to do with as the owners sought fit.
As Dr. Kimmerer points out, for European Settlers and Newcomers, lands and waters become sources of
belongings.

For Indigenous Peoples from coast to coast to coast, land and waters are much more than what Settlers
and Newcomers believe this part of creation to be. First and of primary importance for Indigenous
Peoples, land and waters provide identity as each person exists in a complex web of relationships with a
rich diversity of living beings, of whom Human Beings are only a very small number. Each aspect of
creation has a name and is treated as not only a person with rights and responsibilities but as a close
relative. All kinship relationships require respectful communication. Indigenous Peoples learn to talk to
these more-than-human beings, demonstrating appreciation for their characteristic strengths and gifts.
Indigenous Peoples also learn to listen to all that these relatives communicate. Other creatures and
more-than-human beings become teachers. As Dr. Kimmerer points out, the land and waters become
sources of belonging.

For Indigenous Peoples, the remains of generations of Ancestors over thousands of years have returned
to the soil of their traditional territories.

Particular locations, geological features, vegetation, animals, fish, birds, and other creatures give shape
and content to knowledge, stories, songs, and ceremonies so that their cultural heritage and spiritual
practices become specific to particular Indigenous Peoples on Turtle Island.

Common to all Indigenous Peoples, the gifts of Mother Earth provide all that is needed to live and
survive for generations, including food, drink, clothing, shelter, and tools. Since the land provides
medicines for all manner of healing, Mother Earth and her inhabitants are a pharmacy. From the land
and waters, a vast host of teachers are available, providing knowledge for living and content for
storytellers. The gifts from Mother Earth generate an economy of abundance for all to share and evoke
spiritual practices expressing gratitude to Creator/Great Spirit for this abundance. Gratitude also
generates practices of restraint so that the abundance of the gifts of Mother Earth can be available for
generations to come. A daily practice of gratitude inspires Indigenous Peoples to give gifts back to
Mother Earth, developing moral responsibilities and fostering a variety of ways of demonstrating



reciprocity. Creator/Great Spirit are generous providing for our needs so Human Beings seek
opportunities to return this love. From an Indigenous framework, Human Beings have been given
responsibilities to restore the damage which we have caused Mother Earth.

Reread Mark 10:35-45. What is God asking us to be and do?

The policies and practices of colonization took many forms establishing and maintaining the power of
Settlers and Newcomers over Indigenous Peoples. In order to decolonize what has been done in the
past and continues in the present, you and | need to learn to walk in a new way forward with Indigenous
Peoples from coast to coast to coast. The Eternal Word...the Peacemaker...the Human One...the Servant
of All...has left us teachings and shown us how to appreciate the generosity of Creator and Great Spirit.

Here are some teachings from Indigenous knowledge and wisdom to apply to the work of restoration of
this planet so that generations in the future might also benefit from the gifts of Creator.

Never take the first one that you find in the wonders of this creation.

Ask permission from this part of the natural world to take this living being for our use.
Listen to the answer which this gift of Mother Earth provides.

Take only what is given to use and only what you need.

Use every part of what you have been given.

Minimize the harm which you are doing to a part of Mother Earth.

Be grateful for the gifts of Mother Earth which you have received.

Share what you take, particularly those who do not have this gift.

Give back to Mother Earth to demonstrate your gratitude.

According to Dr. Kimmerer, these are the teachings of the Honourable Harvest for all Human Beings to
care for Mother Earth.

David Franks



